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vast crowd was assembled in the neighborhood of the
Palais de Justice, and uproarious applause broke
forth at the news of his acquittal. When the judges
were leaving the palace, the multitude kissed their
hands and flung themselves on their knees, amid the
most enthusiastic applause.

Applaud, ye calumniators of Marie Antoinette! You
are only at the beginning of your career of hatred and
savage joy. Other pleasures await you in the trib-
unes of the Jacobins and in those of the Convention,
before the Conciergerie and at the foot of the scaffold!

The Cardinal received most enthusiastic ovations
on his return to his house in the rue Vieille clu
Temple; but a few hours later he received from
Louis XVI. the command to send back the ribbon of
the Holy Ghost and to hand in his resignation of the
post of Grand Almoner. Moreover, a lettre de cachet
exiled him to his abbey of the Chaise-Dieu, in Au-
vergne. Yet, strange as it may seem, the Abbd
Georgel was surprised, or feigned surprise, at this per-
fectly natural event. " Who could have imagined,"
he said in his Memoirs, " that so glorious a day could
be followed by a day of disgrace and exile ? Were
we not justified in expecting that the King, in his
delight at finding innocence where he had suspected
guilt, would manifest his love of justice by bestowing
on the Grand Almoner the highest marks of favor?"
Could the Abb6 Georgel have supposed that the
Cardinal was to be appointed Prime Minister on the
day after the verdict was given ?